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UW-Madison - Center for Limnology   

Native grasses are far superior than trees, shrubs or lawn 
at filtering surface water runoff of pollutants



Trees are beneficial to fish and other aquatic wildlife



Prairie habitat supports grassland animals 



Woody permanent root systems of trees and shrubs



Prairie Roots
In the

Shoreline Buffer

The prairie root zone is like a “sponge”

non-native
lawn grass

Roots drawing by Janet Wissink, Wild Ones, Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter

30% of fibrous 
roots dieback, 
decompose and 
regenerate each 
year, creating a 
sponge-like root 
zone

rainwater is 
slowed and filtered
through a densely 
planted shoreline
buffer











The 
natural 

shoreline
is 

one of the 
most

biologically 
diverse 
natural 
habitats

in the 
Midwest

Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water Quality, Minnesota DNR



Five Best Practices for Healthy Lakes

• Fish Sticks
• 350 ft2 Native Planting
• Diversion
• Rock Infiltration
• Rain Garden

healthylakeswi.com



75/25 - DNR/Individual
Cost Share

DNR - 75% with a maximum cap of $1000 per 
project

Individuals (lakefront property owners) – 25% or 
more of project costs, which can include 
volunteer labor hours @$12.00 per hour and/or 
any donated incentive funds



$200,000 per year

Maximum DNR reimbursement 
allowance of $25,000 per year
--Healthy Lakes Application  
includes projects from one or more 
lakefront properties per year

$1000 per project (reimbursed)
Max 2 grant projects per year

lakefront property owner(s)



Healthy Lakes Application 
deadline February 1

An Individual’s grant 
documents should be
submitted to the 
facilitator by
October 15 (flexible)

Coordinates with
Sponsor, Individuals, 
and DNR to facilitate 
grant processes

lakefront property owner(s)



HL Application Documents 
(Individual)

• Property owner(s) name, address, email and phone

• Property parcel number

• Lake map property location marked

• Landscape design 

• Description of project

• Participation Pledge (optional)

• Pre-project photo

• Budget



Project Budget

Maximum DNR Reimbursement

DNR 75% = $1000 max
Individual 25% = $333.33 plus
Total costs 100% = $1,333.33 plus



Grants are Awarded -- Now What?

Individuals are given two years to complete their 
projects (April 15, 2019 to June 30, 2021)

Sponsors are required to do site visits when 
projects are complete

A ten-year maintenance agreement between 
sponsor and individuals must be signed. 



Permits

All projects required a permit from the county 
and/or the DNR. 

• Inquire with Walworth County LURM. Permit 
fees are waved for 350 ft2 Native Plantings

• Check the Healthy Lakes website 
healthylakeswi.com to see if a DNR permit is 
required



Fish Sticks



Fish Sticks



350 ft2 Native Planting



350 ft2 Native Planting

Eleven Templates 



350 ft2 Native Planting



350 ft2 Native Planting



350 ft2 Native Planting



Diversion



Diversion



Rock Infiltration



Rock Infiltration



Rock Infiltration



Rain Garden



2015-2019 Healthy Lakes Grants
794 Best Practices, 474 Properties, 

25 Counties, $750,000 State Investment


